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Mary Curtis Davey, a distinguished Californian 
and the conscience of our community, who 
died October 2, 2010. Throughout her life, 
Mary was a consummate community activist 
and advocate whose tremendous accomplish-
ments remind us of the difference one person 
can make. 

A native of Columbus, Ohio, Mary attended 
Smith College and graduated with degrees in 
English and government. She met and married 
Jack Davey, a Korean War veteran, and 
moved to Baltimore, where she first became 
involved in fighting housing discrimination. 
After moving to Los Altos Hills in 1961, Mary 
brought her compassion and intensity of pur-
pose to the Peninsula, making her mark al-
most immediately. She became Mayor of Los 
Altos Hills in 1966, where her fair housing ad-
vocacy caused her to be recalled from the City 
Council. Unfazed, Mary continued to fight vig-
orously for equity and opportunity through 
countless community channels. 

Among her many invaluable roles, Mary 
served as the Director of Midpeninsula Citi-
zens for Fair Housing, CEO of Santa Clara 
County Advocates for Women, Interim Execu-
tive Director of the Palo Alto Red Cross, 
Board Member of Hidden Villa, and Co-Found-
er of the Midpeninsula Regional Open Space 
District, which was one of her proudest ac-
complishments. But even the stunning 56,000 
acres couldn’t contain Mary’s boundless en-
thusiasm and dedication . . . she was truly a 
local force of nature, a civic superwoman of 
remarkable poise and power. 

When Mary was honored with the Josephine 
and Frank Duveneck Humanitarian Award in 
2001, I was privileged to pay tribute to her in 
Congress. I said then that ‘‘Mary Curtis Davey 
was ‘‘an exceptional voice and advocate for 
improving the quality of life in our community’’ 
and an extraordinary woman who ‘‘dedicated 
her life to making the San Mateo Peninsula a 
more humane, beautiful and healthy place.’’ 
She continued her commitment to community 
right up until the day she died. 

Madam Speaker, I ask my colleagues to join 
me in extending our deepest condolences to 
Mary Davey’s husband, Jack; her children, Kit, 
John, and Curtis; and her grandchildren, John, 
Devon, Christopher, and Callan. The Rev-
erend Carl Frederick Buechner writes that vo-
cation is ‘‘where your deep gladness and the 
world’s deep hunger meet.’’ Few people better 
embody this intersection than Mary. For 80 
years she applied her own inimitable talents to 
the concerns of her community, raising our 
spirits and feeding our souls. Her extraor-
dinary environmental and humanitarian con-
tributions have enriched the Bay Area in 
countless ways, and will live on in the open 
spaces, fair housing, and social services she 
championed. I consider myself blessed to 
have been her friend and her Representative 
and I ask the entire House of Representatives 
to join me in honoring the life of this singularly 
exceptional woman who strengthened her 
community and her country with unparalleled 
contributions. 
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Mr. GRAVES of Missouri. Madam Speaker, 
I proudly pause to recognize Brandon George 
Hecht. Brandon is a very special young man 
who has exemplified the finest qualities of citi-
zenship and leadership by taking an active 
part in the Boy Scouts of America, Troop 332, 
and earning the most prestigious award of 
Eagle Scout. 

Brandon has been very active with his 
troop, participating in many Scout activities. 
Over the many years Brandon has been in-
volved with Scouting, he has not only earned 
numerous merit badges, but also the respect 
of his family, peers, and community. Most no-
tably, Brandon has contributed to his commu-
nity through his Eagle Scout project. Brandon 
designed and constructed an outdoor class-
room for a local day care, providing an excel-
lent opportunity for the students to learn about 
nature and the world around them. 

Madam Speaker, I proudly ask you to join 
me in commending Brandon George Hecht for 
his accomplishments with the Boy Scouts of 
America and for his efforts put forth in achiev-
ing the highest distinction of Eagle Scout. 
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Mr. FARR. Madam Speaker, I rise today to 
honor Curtis J. Hill, a model public servant 
who is retiring from the position of San Benito 
County Sheriff/Coroner after a thirty-four year 
career in law enforcement. Over the course of 
my tenure in the House of Representatives, I 
have had the great pleasure of working with 
Curtis. I have come to value his profes-
sionalism and admire his steady counsel on 
public safety matters. I am proud to honor and 
thank him for his service. 

Curtis was born in Ankara, Turkey. He lived 
in Germany, Southern California and in Texas 
before he settled in San Benito County. Curtis 
holds a Bachelor of Science degree in Crimi-
nology from California State University Fresno. 
He is also a graduate of the FBI National 
Academy, a professional course of study for 
U.S. and international law enforcement lead-
ers that serves to improve the administration 
of justice in police departments and agencies 
at home and abroad, which raises law en-
forcement standards, knowledge, and co-
operation worldwide. 

Curtis began his career with the San Benito 
County Sheriff’s Office in 1976, working in the 
Patrol, Training, Civil, Corrections, Coroner 
and Investigations Divisions. He became a 
court expert, testifying on problems sur-
rounding illegal drug production. Curtis also 
became the first Fingerprint Examiner for the 
Sheriff’s Department and gave expert testi-
mony in various high profile court cases. In 
1988 he was appointed Undersheriff, by Sher-
iff Harvey S. Nylan and held the position for 
ten years. In January 1999, he was elected as 

Sheriff/Coroner and was reelected to his third 
term in 2006. 

Curtis is the current president of the Cali-
fornia State Sheriffs’ Association and is the 
past President of the California State Coro-
ner’s Association. He is a past member of the 
Corrections Standards Authority. At the federal 
level, Curtis sits on the Health and Human 
Services Organ Donation Leadership Coordi-
nating Counsel, and is a tireless advocate for 
saving lives through organ donation. He has 
been appointed to the Mental Health Services 
Oversight and Accountability Commission and 
is a strong supporter of prevention and inter-
vention activities for youth. 

Madam Speaker, on behalf of the House of 
Representatives, I would like to extend our na-
tion’s deepest gratitude to Sheriff Curtis Hill’s 
thirty-four years of service in law enforcement. 
He was a great Sheriff/Coroner and he will 
continue to be a strong community leader, lov-
ing husband to wife Ellen and proud father of 
son Kevin. 
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Mr. LATHAM. Madam Speaker, I rise to rec-
ognize the retirement of Carla Warrick, library 
technician at the Ericson Public Library in 
Boone, Iowa after 37 years of service. I would 
like to express my appreciation for her devo-
tion to literature and spreading the joy of read-
ing to members of her community. 

Although she was first hired at the library as 
a secretary, her job gradually changed to ad-
ministrative assistant and then to library tech-
nician. Her duties expanded over the years, 
and she saw many changes both in the tech-
nology that the library utilized and in the build-
ing itself. While she enjoyed being surrounded 
by the books that she loved, it was meeting 
and interacting with the people—both her co- 
workers and the patrons—that Carla loved the 
most. Her experience and knowledge will cer-
tainly be missed. 

I commend Carla Warrick for her commit-
ment to literature, her career, and members of 
her community. It is an honor to represent her 
in Congress, and I wish her only joy and hap-
piness in her retirement. 
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IN RECOGNITION OF HIS SERVICE 
TO OUR NATION ON THE PASS-
ING OF MAJOR GEORGE A. 
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Mr. POSEY. Madam Speaker, I rise today to 
recognize Major George A. Pavlicin, United 
States Marine Corps, Retired, a World War II 
veteran and Central Florida resident, who 
passed away on November 23, 2010. Major 
Pavlicin spent his life serving his country and 
his family, and I am proud to take a moment 
to honor his lifetime of dedication and service. 

George Pavlicin was born and raised on 
Long Island, New York, the son of Navy vet-
eran and Nassau County Police Officer Mi-
chael Pavlicin and his wife Margaret. In 1942, 
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